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JUNE 17 SPEECH GIVEN BY DEFENSE MINISTER LEBER, FOLLOW- 
ING COPENHAGEN NATO MINISTERIAL, TO INFORMATION 
MEETING OF SPD BUNDESTAG FAKTION IN KIEL. ACCORDING 
TO JUNE 18 FAZ REPORT, LEBER' S SPEECH TREATED MBFR, 
MILITARY ASPECTS OF CSCE AND EAST/ WEST CONVENTIONAL 
FORCE BALANCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON MBFR, LEBER REPORTEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT 

" STATIONED AS WELL AS INDIGENOUS FORCES MUST BE 
INCLUDED" IN MBFR REDUCTIONS AS WELL AS IN THE PLANNED 
NEGOTIATIONS. FAZ REPORTS THAT LEBER OPPOSED THE 
CONCEPT THAT ONLY STATIONED FORCES COULD BE REDUCED 
IN MBFR. 

2. ON CSCE, FAZ SAYS LEBER ARGUED THAT " CONCRETE 
ASPECTS OF MILITARY SECURITY MUST BE TREATED BECAUSE 
PROGRESS IN THE ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL COOPERATION 

AND ATMOSPHERIC IMPROVEMENTS ALONE WOULD PERMIT A FALSE 
FEELING OF SECURITY TO DEVELOP". THIS EFFECT COULD 
IN LEBER' S VIEW CAUSE A DISTURBANCE TO THE POWER 
BALANCE IN EUROPE, PARTICULARLY GIVEN THE GROWING 
MILITARY POTENTIAL OF THE WARSAW PACT, ESPECIALLY THE 
USSR. 

3. WITH THE WASHPOST ARTICLE AND US DPC STATEMENT 
CLEARLY IN MIND, LEBER NOTED THE SOVIET CONVENTIONAL 
FORCE SUPERIORITY IN CENTRAL EUROPE. HE SAID THE 
WARSAW PACT HAD 59 DIVISIONS WITH OVER 860 THOUSAND 
MEN AND AROUND 20 THOUSAND BATTLE TANKS IN THE GDR, 
POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA ALONE; HE ADDED THAT THERE 
WERE AN ADDITIONAL THIRTY DIVISIONS WITH EIGHT THOUSAND 
TANKS IN THE WESTERN REGIONS OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

AGAINST THESE FORCES, LEBER REPORTEDLY SAID THE WEST 
HAD 28 DIVISIONS WITH ABOUT 725 THOUSAND SOLDIERS AND 
6,600 BATTLE TANKS BATTLE READY; BUT THESE FORCES WERE 
WITHOUT DIRECTLY AVAILABLE RESERVES. 

4. GIVEN THIS SITUATION, CONCLUDED LEBER, US NUCLEAR 
AS WELL AS CONVENTIONAL ENGAGEMENT TO WEST EUROPE 
REMAINS INDISPENSABLE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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